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Gen er a l  m ar k in g  g u id an ce  

 All candidates must  receive the same t reatment . Exam iners must  mark the last  candidate in 
exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the first . 

 Mark schemes should be applied posit ively. Candidates must  be rewarded for what  they 
have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

 Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not  according to their percept ion of 
where the grade boundaries may lie.  

 All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should always 
award full marks if deserved. Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if the 
candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the mark scheme. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the mark scheme to a candidate’s 
response, the team leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed-out  work should be marked u n less  the candidate has replaced it  with an 
alternat ive response. 

How  t o  aw ar d  m ar k s 

Fin d in g  t h e r ig h t  lev el  

The first  stage is to decide which level the answer should be placed in. To do this, use a ‘best - fit ’ 
approach, deciding which level most  closely describes the quality of the answer. Answers can 
display characterist ics from  more than one level, and where this happens markers must  use their 
professional judgement  to decide which level is most  appropriate. 
 

Placin g  a m ar k  w i t h in  a  lev el   

After a level has been decided on, the next  stage is to decide on the mark within the level. The 
inst ruct ions below tell you how to reward responses within a level. However, where a level has 
specific guidance about  how to place an answer within a level, always follow that  guidance. 
 
Markers should be prepared to use the full range of marks available in a level and not  rest r ict  
marks to the m iddle. Markers should start  at  the m iddle of the level (or the upper-m iddle mark if 
there is an even number of m arks)  and then m ove the mark up or down to find the best  m ark. To 
do this, they should take into account  how far the answer meets the requirements of the level:   

 I f it  meets the requirements fully ,  markers should be prepared to award full marks within 
the level. The top mark in the level is used for answers that  are as good as can realist ically 
be expected within that  level 

 I f it  only barely  meets the requirements of the level, m arkers should consider awarding 
marks at  the bot tom of the level. The bot tom mark in the level is used for answers that  are 
the weakest  that  can be expected within that  level 

 The m iddle marks of the level are used for answers that  have a reasonable match to the 
descriptor. This m ight  represent  a balance between some characterist ics of the level that  
are fully met  and others that  are only barely met . 
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Gen er ic Lev e l  Descr ip t o r s f o r  Pap er  3  
 

Sect io n  A  
 

Tar g et :   AO2  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/ or 
contemporary to the period, within it s historical context . 

 
 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 4  
 

  Dem onst rates surface level comprehension of the source material 
without  analysis, select ing som e material relevant  to the quest ion, but  
in the form  of direct  quotat ions or paraphrases. 

 

  Some relevant  contextual knowledge is included, but  presented as 
informat ion rather than applied to the source m aterial.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material is assert ive with lit t le or no support ing 
evidence. Concepts of reliabilit y or ut ilit y may be addressed, but  by 
making stereotypical judgements. 
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5 – 8  
 

  Dem onst rates som e understanding of the source material and at tempts 
analysis by select ing and summ arising informat ion and making 
inferences relevant  to the quest ion. 

 

  Contextual knowledge is added to informat ion from the source material,  
but  mainly to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of detail.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry but  
with lim ited support  for j udgement . Concepts of reliabilit y or ut ilit y are 
addressed mainly by not ing aspects of source provenance and som e 
judgements may be based on quest ionable assumpt ions. 
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9 – 1 4  
 

  Dem onst rates understanding of the source m aterial and shows som e 
analysis by select ing key points relevant  to the quest ion, explaining 
their m eaning and select ing m aterial to support  valid developed 
inferences. 

 

  Detailed knowledge of the historical context  is deployed to explain or 
support  inferences as well as to expand, confirm  or challenge mat ters of 
detail.  

 

  Evaluat ion of the source m aterial is related to the specified enquiry and 
explanat ion of ut ilit y takes into account  relevant  considerat ions such as 
nature or purpose of the source material or the posit ion of the author. 
Judgements are based on valid criteria with some just ificat ion. 
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1 5 – 2 0  
 

  Analyses the source material,  interrogat ing the evidence to make 
reasoned inferences and to show a range of ways the material can be 
used, for exam ple by dist inguishing between informat ion and claim  or 
opinion, although t reatment  of the two sources may be uneven. 

 

  Deploys well- selected knowledge of the historical context , but  mainly to 
illuminate or discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the 
content  of the source m aterial. Displays som e understanding of the 
need to interpret  source material in the context  of the values and 
concerns of the society from  which it  is drawn. 

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 
and applied, although some of the evaluat ion may not  be fully 
substant iated. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent . 
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Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

 

5  
 

2 1 – 2 5  
 

  I nterrogates the evidence of both sources with confidence and 
discrim inat ion, making reasoned inferences and showing a range of 
ways the material can be used, for example by dist inguishing between 
informat ion and claim  or opinion. 

 

  Deploys knowledge of the historical context  with precision to illuminate 
and discuss the lim itat ions of what  can be gained from the content  of 
the source material,  displaying secure understanding of the need to 
interpret  source m aterial in the context  of the values and concerns of 
the society from  which it  is drawn. 

 

  Evaluat ion of the source material uses valid criteria which are just ified 
and fully applied. Evaluat ion takes into account  the weight  the evidence 
will bear as part  of com ing to a judgem ent  and, where appropriate, 
dist inguishes between the degree of certainty with which aspects of it  
can be used as the basis for claims. 



 

Sect io n  B  
 

Tar g et :   AO1  ( 2 5  m ar k s) :  Dem onst rate, organise and comm unicate knowledge and 
understanding to analyse and evaluate the key features related to the periods 
studied, m aking substant iated judgem ents and exploring concepts, as relevant , of 
cause, consequence, change, cont inuity, sim ilarit y, difference and significance. 

 
 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

  

0  
 

No rewardable material 

 

1  
 

1 – 4  
 

  Sim ple or generalised statements are m ade about  the topic. 
 

  Some accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  it  lacks range 
and depth and does not  direct ly address the quest ion. 

 

  The overall judgement  is m issing or asserted. 
 

  There is lit t le, if any, evidence of at tempts to st ructure the answer, and 
the answer overall lacks coherence and precision. 
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5 – 8  
 

  There is som e analysis of som e key features of the period relevant  to 
the quest ion, but  descript ive passages are included that  are not  clearly 
shown to relate to the focus of the quest ion. 

 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included, but  lacks range or 
depth and has only implicit  links to the dem ands and conceptual focus of 
the quest ion. 

 

  An overall judgement  is given but  with lim ited support  and the criteria 
for judgement  are left  implicit .  

 

  The answer shows som e at tempts at  organisat ion, but  most  of the 
answer is lacking in coherence, clarit y and precision. 
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9 – 1 4  
 

  There is som e analysis of, and at tem pt  to explain links between, the 
relevant  key features of the period and the quest ion, although some 
mainly descript ive passages may be included. 

 

  Most ly accurate and relevant  knowledge is included to demonst rate 
som e understanding of the dem ands and conceptual focus of the 
quest ion, but  m aterial lacks range or depth. 

 

  At tempts are m ade to establish criteria for judgement  and to relate the 
overall j udgement  to them, although with weak substant iat ion. 

 

  The answer shows som e organisat ion. The general t rend of the 
argument  is clear, but  parts of it  lack logic, coherence or precision. 
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1 5 – 2 0  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by an analysis of the 
relat ionships between key features of the period. 

 

  Sufficient  knowledge is deployed to dem onst rate understanding of the 
dem ands and conceptual focus of the quest ion and to meet  m ost  of it s 
dem ands. 

 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 
applied in the process of com ing to a judgement . Although some of the 
evaluat ions may be only part ly substant iated, the overall j udgement  is 
supported. 

 

  The answer is generally well organised. The argument  is logical and is 
com m unicated with clarit y, although in a few places it  m ay lack 
coherence or precision. 



 

 

Lev el  
 

Mar k  
 

Descr ip t o r  

 

5  
 

2 1 – 2 5  
 

  Key issues relevant  to the quest ion are explored by a sustained analysis 
and discussion of the relat ionships between key features of the period. 

 

  Sufficient  knowledge is precisely selected and deployed to demonst rate 
understanding of the demands and conceptual focus of the quest ion, and 
to respond fully to it s dem ands. 

 

  Valid criteria by which the quest ion can be judged are established and 
applied and their relat ive significance evaluated in the process of 
reaching and substant iat ing the overall judgement . 

 

  The answer is well organised. The argument  is logical and coherent  
throughout  and is com municated with clarit y and precision. 

 



 

 

 

Sect ion  A:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 D:  Civ i l  Rig h t s an d  Race Rela t ion s in  t h e USA, 1 8 6 5 – 2 0 0 9  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 
relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  
required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . Other 
relevant  m aterial not  suggested below m ust  also be credited. 

 

Candidates m ust  analyse and evaluate the sources to consider how far the 
histor ian could m ake use of them  to invest igate the reasons for Barack 
Obam a’s victory in the 2008 president ial elect ion. 

Source 1 

1.  The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of 
the source and applied when evaluat ing the use of selected 
inform at ion and inferences:  

 As a Washington correspondent , Shipm an would have 
followed and reported on the elect ion cam paign 

 Report ing from  a Brit ish newspaper m ight  allow a m ore 
neut ral perspect ive 

 Being a newspaper art icle, and therefore having to work to a 
t ight  deadline, m ight  not  allow t im e for real reflect ion on the 
reasons for victory. 

 

2.  The evidence could be assessed here in term s of giving weight  to 
the following points of inform at ion and inferences about  the 
reasons for Barack Obam a’s victory in the 2008 president ial 
elect ion. 

 I t  im plies that  Obam a had run an inspirat ional cam paign 

 I t  claim s that  he had run ‘perhaps the m ost  form idable cam paign 
organisat ion in US polit ical history.’ 

 I t  suggests his appeal had t ranscended race. 

 

3.  Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 
develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of 
inform at ion or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of 
content .  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 Obam a’s fundraising for the cam paign was a huge success. His 
cam paign at t racted over three m illion donors and raised $650 
m illion 

 His success in at t ract ing young voters. Obam a won 54%  of the  
white vote of those under the age of 30 

 His use of new social m edia plat form s allowed him  to port ray 
him self as the candidate represent ing the younger generat ion. 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

 

 

 

Source 2 

1.  The following points could be m ade about  the or igin and nature of 
the source and applied when evaluat ing the use of selected 
inform at ion and inferences:  

 

 The art icle was writ ten and published short ly after the events 
they discuss 

 The writer was acknowledged as an expert  on Am erican 
polit ical affairs 

 The tone of the art icle indicates adm irat ion for Obam a. 

 

2.  The evidence could be assessed here in term s of giving weight  to 
the following points of inform at ion and inferences about  the 
reasons for Barack Obam a’s victory. 

 I t  claim s that  the m istakes of Obam a’s opponents were 
crucial to his victory 

 I t  suggests that  his opponent  st ruggled to m aintain the 
support  of his core vote 

 I t  im plies that  the elect ion could have gone either way if 
crucial decisions had been different .   

 

3.  Knowledge of histor ical context  should be deployed to support  and 
develop inferences and to confirm  the accuracy/ usefulness of 
inform at ion or to note lim itat ions or to challenge aspects of 
content .  Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

 Obam a was 47 whereas John McCain was 72 

 Sarah Palin displayed a widespread ignorance of key issues 
during the elect ion cam paign 

 Obam a pledged to create 5 m illion new ‘Green’ j obs. 

 

Sources 1 and 2 

The following points could be m ade about  the sources in com binat ion:  

 

 They both have adm irat ion for the organisat ion of Obam a’s 
cam paign 

 Source 1 focuses m uch less on the m istakes of his opponents than 
source 2 

 Source 1 focuses on Obam a’s widespread appeal across the races 
in a way that  source 2 does not . 



 

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  

 

 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

Sect ion  B:  I n d icat i v e con t en t  

Op t ion  1 D:  Civ i l  Rig h t s an d  Race Rela t ion s in  t h e USA, 1 8 6 5 – 2 0 0 9  

Quest ion I ndicat ive content  
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Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 
relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 
indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  
required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant .   
 
Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on the statem ent  that  the 
influence of southern Dem ocrats were successful in prevent ing the 
advancem ent  of civil r ights in the years 1865-1877 and 1933-45. 
 
 
Argum ents and evidence support ing the statem ent  that  the influence of 
southern Dem ocrats were successful in prevent ing the advancem ent  of 
civ il r ights in the years 1865-1877 and 1933-45 should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  
 

 Sweeping gains were m ade by the Dem ocrats in the 1874 
congressional elect ions and they cont inued their  opposit ion to 
reconst ruct ion in the southern states thereby helping to br ing it  to 
an end in 1877 
 

 Dem ocrats supported white terror group act ivity helped to 
underm ine Republican Party organisat ion in the south and threaten 
civil r ights gains. By 1875 only Louisiana, Flor ida and South 
Carolina of the form er confederate states rem ained in Republican 
hands 
 

 Southern Dem ocrats’ influence ensured that  New Deal program m es 
benefited white Am ericans 
 

 Southern Dem ocrats’ influence ensured that  no at tem pt  was m ade 
by the federal governm ent  to interfere with the Jim  Crow Laws 
 

 Roosevelt ’s need for southern Dem ocrat  support , in the years 
1933-37 and their cont rol of congressional com m it tees, ensured 
that  the New Deal did not  lead to any m ajor extension of civil r ights 
 

 Southern Dem ocrats successfully blocked at tem pts to int roduce 
ant i- lynching legislat ion in both 1934 and 1938. 
 

Argum ents and evidence opposing the statem ent  that  the influence of 
southern Dem ocrats were successful in prevent ing the advancem ent  of 
civ il r ights in the years 1865-1877 and 1933-45 should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  
 

 Major advances in civil r ights, such as the 1875 Civil Rights Act , 
were m ade despite opposit ion from  southern Dem ocrats 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Despite opposit ion from  southern Dem ocrats Congress passed the 
Reconst ruct ion Acts of 1867. These acts led to  black vot ing 
m ajor it ies in five southern states 
 

 Despite opposit ion of southern Dem ocrats, the rat ificat ion of both 
the Fourteenth and Fifteenth am endm ents to the Const itut ion by 
1870,gave freed slaves the full r ights of cit izenship 
 

 The growth in support  for the Dem ocrat ic Party am ongst  black 
voters, especially in the 1936, president ial and congressional 
elect ions indicated that  they felt  that  their  cause was being helped 
by the New Deal 
 

 Roosevelt ’s elevat ion of blacks into senior posit ions in governm ent  
suggests that  any obst ruct ion by southern Dem ocrats was 
unsuccessful. 
 
 

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 
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Answers will be credited according to their  deploym ent  of m aterial in 
relat ion to the qualit ies out lined in the generic m ark schem e. The 
indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  
required to include all the m aterial which is indicated as relevant . 

 

Candidates are expected to reach a judgem ent  on the statem ent  that  the 
influence of individual cam paigners explains the advances in civil r ights 
m ade by black Am ericans in the years 1883-c1900 and 1954-68. 
 

Argum ents and evidence support ing the statem ent  that  the influence of 
individual cam paigners explains the advances in civil r ights m ade by black 
Am ericans in the years 1883-c1900 and 1954-68 should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 Booker T Washington founded the Tuskegee I nst itute which 
operated to advance the educat ion of black m en 

 I n Washington’s 1895 ‘At lanta Com prom ise’ speech he cam paigned 
to accept  social segregat ion in return for white people accept ing 
that  black Am ericans could advance econom ically within society 

 The im pact  of Mart in Luther King in prom ot ing the m essage of non-  
violent , peaceful protest  helped to turn civil r ights protest  into a 
m oral crusade 

 King’s orator ical skills and effect ive m edia presence helped raise 
the nat ional profile of the civil r ights m ovem ent  

 Cam paigners such as Rosa Parks prom oted protest  and change 
through sparking events such as the Montgom ery Bus boycot ts 

 The work of Malcolm  X, the Nat ion of I slam  and the Black Power 
m ovem ent  in prom ot ing an alternat ive to King’s style of protest .  

 

Argum ents and evidence opposing the statem ent  that  the influence of 
individual cam paigners explains the advances in civil r ights m ade for black 
Am ericans in the years 1883-c1900 and 1954-68 should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 Despite the influence of individual cam paigners the years 1883-
c1900 witnessed m any setbacks rather than advances in the cause 
e.g. segregated rail t ravel was int roduced by Mississippi in 1888 
and Louisiana in 1890 

 Despite the work of individual cam paigners the proliferat ion of the 
Jim  Crow Laws, in the years 1883-c1900, was a m ajor setback for 
the civil r ights of black Am ericans 

 Key decisions of the Suprem e Court  such as Brown v Board of 
Educat ion case 1954 were m ore im portant  than the role of 
individual cam paigners 

 The influence of presidents such as Kennedy and Johnson in 
secur ing civil r ights legislat ion were m ore im portant  than the role of 
individual cam paigners 

 Tension between civil r ights cam paigners hindered rather than 
helped advance their  cause  

 The role of the m edia in highlight ing the int ransigence of som e 



 

opponents of civil r ights, such as ‘Bull’ Connor, helped prom ote the 
civ il r ights cause m ore. 

 

 

 

  

Other relevant  m aterial m ust  be credited. 

 

 


